
 
 

12th Grade Honors British Literature          
Summer Reading Assignment 
 
 
Summer Work Requirements: Please type, double space, and use Times New Roman 12 pt. font for all 
written work assigned below.  Please arrive to school with an electronic copy of your assignment. Your teacher 
will give you specific submission instructions once you are in class. If all else fails, arrive to school with a 
printed copy of your assignment; any late submissions will receive a late penalty. Email 
Joanna.schuerman@fcspaladins.org if you have any questions or concerns regarding the assignments. 
 
Summer Reading Selections and Assignments for the Honors Student:  
 

1. Frankenstein by Mary Shelley  
 
 *Text Note for the Novel Frankenstein… 

• You may use any version of this novel. Some versions are separated into three volumes and 
chapters within those volumes; some are separated by chapters only. You will see the 
separation of volumes below within the required questions. 

• If you purchase a version that is not divided by volumes, this is not a problem. Look at the 
following for how to approach the prompts given in this packet for this assignment: 

• Letters 1-4 
• Chapters 1-8 are considered Volume 1. 
• Chapters 9-17 are considered Volume 2. 
• Chapters 18-24 are considered Volume 3. 

 
Assignment: Frankenstein summer reading assignments will be due on the first day of school; 
however, you also have the option to submit them before they are due. We will be discussing the 
novel, so make arrangements to have your copy of the novel with you in class.  In addition, you need to 
prepare for a test assessing your knowledge of Frankenstein during the first week of school. The short 
essay description and prompts are provided later in this packet. 
 

2. Choose one of the following texts to complete your second summer reading selection [varied 
versions allowed]: 
 

• The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 
• Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys [This novel was crafted as a prequel to Jane Eyre, a novel 

we will read in class this year] 
• Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
• Till We Have Faces by C.S. Lewis 
• Persuasion by Jane Austen  
• The Razor’s Edge by W. Somerset Maugham  
• Le Morte Darthur by Sir Thomas Mallory 
• The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle 

 
Assignment: The MLA formatted, typed response for your second reading selection is due August 19th. 
The response assignment description and prompt helps are provided later in this packet. Be sure to make 
arrangements to have your novel of choice available to you for class use. 



 
 
 
 
Preparatory Help: Annotate your copy of the novel as you read! 
 
Annotation is like having a conversation with the text. You will know the play better, your critical reading skills 
will improve, and you will decrease study time when you make notes in the book as you read. Here are a few 
ideas for annotating while you read: 

• When you read, highlight, underline, place symbols that will emphasis important literary components 
like characterization, setting, theme, turning points in the plot, etc. 

• Star important ideas as you come across them in the text.  
• Use a red pen that will contrast with the black ink on the page. 
• Use a bright highlighter. The colors will serve as visual clues on the page that you will remember when 

you refer back and study. 
• Place brackets around longer texts that would take too long to underline and make a note in the margin. 

Make many personal notes in the margin. 
• Make a list of all the characters on the back of the front cover 
• Write down questions in the margin next to passages that you do not understand [place a flag next to 

those portions of text also] 
• Make a list of key ideas on the inside of the back cover. Things like, timelines of events, changes in a 

character, ideas that you agree with or disagree with, and any personal responses that seem significant to 
you. 

 
 Be sure to look deeper than the basic facts of the text. If you are used to “spark noting” through material, you 
will need to train your mind to go deeper and make significant connections on your own. Look for key ideas 
such as character identification and characterization, theme work, setting relationship, symbols, motifs, 
examples the author uses to illustrate points made. Your own analysis is needed and identification of close-
reading elements is expected. Avoid the temptation to just make the novel “pretty”; be purposeful and 
intentional. You will not be assessed for your annotations but I recommend the effort! 
 
 
Requirement 1: The following is a list of short essay prompts from the novel Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. 
Choose SIX of the following prompts. Shorts essays are typically 1-2 paragraphs in length. Be sure to use proper 
short essay expectations [fully developed paragraphs, developed sentence level ideas, specific textual evidence to 
support main ideas, mastery of grammar, usage, mechanics, etc.] . When using specific textual evidence, add 
parenthetical page number citation: Words in the sentence (143). Be sure to include the four line MLA Heading 
(Name, Mrs. Mullis, 12th Grade English Literature, MLA formatted date) at the top of the paper per the norm for 
FCS English classes. Only third person should be used. 
 
 
1. Explain what “epistolary framework” is and how the novel of Frankenstein is actually set up or formatted. What does 

the reader learns via the letters. Finally, discuss how Shelley’s decision to use an epistolary approach with this novel 
affected the telling of the story. 

 
 
2. Fully characterize Victor Frankenstein using many specific textual details [parenthetically include page numbers; it 

should look like this: Your words in a sentence (143). ]. Discuss the differences between Robert Walton and Victor 
Frankenstein. Finally, what motivates Dr. Frankenstein to exclaim:  "Unhappy man!  Do you share my madness?  
Have you drunk also of the intoxicating draught?  Hear me -- let me reveal my tale, and you will dash the cup from 
your lips!" (Letter 4) 

 
 



 
 
 
3. Explain the significance of the following statement by Dr. Frankenstein (he is speaking to Cpt. Walton):  "Learn from 

me, if not by my precepts, at least by my example, how dangerous is the acquirement of knowledge and how much 
happier that man is who believes his native town to be the world, than he who aspires to become greater than his 
nature will allow."  (Ch. 4) How is the novel Frankenstein a cautionary tale? What are the cautionary lessons Shelley 
provides to her readers. Be sure to be thorough and exhaustive. 

 
 
4. Read the following statement by Dr. Frankenstein, and then discuss why his desires and expectations are both 

misguided and unbiblical: 
 

Life and death appeared to me ideal bounds, which I should first break through, and pour a torrent of light into 
our dark world.  A new species would bless me as its creator and source; many happy and excellent natures 
would owe their being to me.  No father could claim the gratitude of his child so completely as I should deserve 
theirs.  Pursuing these reflections, I thought, that if I could bestow animation upon lifeless matter, I might in 
process of time …renew life where death had apparently devoted the body to corruption." (Ch. 4) 
 

5. What role does nature take in this novel? Specifically and clearly explain how lightening, storms, and other natural 
elements reveal and illuminate ideas for the reader. Be sure to be thorough and exhaustive. 

 
6. Explain what irony is and then discuss what is ironic about Victor's statement that he had "begun [his] life with 

benevolent intentions, and thirsted for the moment when [he] should put them in practice and make [himself] useful to 
[his] fellow human beings"?  (Ch. 1 of Volume 2, this would be chapter 9 for some versions) 

 
7. Discuss the consequences of "disorder" in the novel as represented in the following quote:  "Thus not the tenderness 

of friendship, nor the beauty of earth, nor of heaven, could redeem my soul from woe:  the very accents of love were 
ineffectual.  I was encompassed by a cloud which no beneficial influence could penetrate.” 

 
8. Describe the mountain meeting of Frankenstein and the creature.  What is the attitude of each? Finally, analyze the 

validity of the creature's argument in Chapter 2 of Vol. II [this would be chapter 10 for some versions]:  "Remember, 
that I am thy creature; I ought to be thy Adam, but I am rather the fallen angel, whom thou drivest from joy for no 
misdeed.  Everywhere I see bliss, from which I alone am irrevocably excluded.  I was benevolent and good; misery 
made me a fiend.  Make me happy, and I shall again be virtuous." 

 
9. The epic Paradise Lost introduced the creature to Adam.  Explain the contrast he draws between himself and the first 

creature of biblical creation: 
Like Adam, I was apparently united by no link to any other being in existence;  but his state was far 
different from mine in every other respect.  He had come forth from the hands of God a perfect creature, 
happy and prosperous, guarded by the especial care of his Creator;  he was allowed to converse with and 
acquire knowledge from beings of a superior nature:  but I was wretched, helpless, and alone.  Many 
times I considered Satan as the fitter emblem of my condition; for often, like him, when I viewed the bliss 
of my protectors, the bitter gall of envy rose within me. 

 
10. Explain how the creature is a sympathetic character in many minds of the reader. Also, explain the Romanticist idea 

of “blank slate” theory. How does this theory apply to the creature? Does this application make him more or less 
sympathetic? Thoroughly explain and discuss. 

 
 
11. What techniques does Shelley employ to create tension and suspense in the concluding sections of her book?  How 

does she describe the wedding day?  The coming of nightfall?  Frankenstein's anxiety? 
 

12. Examine the conclusion of the novel. How does the death of Elizabeth alter the goals and attitudes of Victor 
Frankenstein?  What becomes his single obsession? Why does Shelley suddenly revert back to the letter framework at 
the conclusion of the work?  What becomes of Victor? What becomes of the creature? 

 



 
 

 
13. What does the creature mean when he states:  "I had cast off all feeling, subdued all anguish, to riot in the excess of 

my despair.  Evil henceforth became my good. Urged thus far, I had no choice but to adapt my nature to an element 
which I had willingly chosen.  The completion of my demoniacal design became an insatiable passion." Finally, 
discuss how the theme of “insatiable” passion” affected both Victor and the creature and what you judge Shelley is 
trying to say to the reader about that theme. 

 
 
Requirement 2: Craft a well written typed personal response to the novel you chose from the second reading 
selection list that is 2 pages in length. This should be turned in as a second and separate assignment from the 
Frankenstein assignment above using appropriate MLA formatting per the norm for the FCS English classroom. 
The following are suggestions for response. You are not limited to these responses as you may choose your own 
angle or novel concept/topic to respond to.  You may utilize first person for this personal response writing piece. 
 

• How is the book formatted/structured and why did the author choose this structure? In your judgment, 
how does it impact the writing? 

• What is the author’s background and, in your estimation, how does the author’s biographical history 
impact the fictional writing in this literary work? 

• What is the effect of one of the themes from the literary work? Why is it significant and relatable to 
you? 

• In what ways does the literary work demonstrate and illuminate patterns of human behavior and what do 
those patterns reveal to you? 

• What symbols, motifs, or literary devices make this literary work unique and impactful? 
• Consider how the ending of the literary work affects the reader and the overall significance of the 

writing. Discuss the resolution and its impact. 
• How is this novel an example of thinking and writing from the time period/literary movement that it is 

written in? 
• Respond to one character in depth. What is significant and interesting about this character? Why do you 

have a reaction to this character? How does this character evoke a reaction? 
 
 


