
Introduction to Literature-ON LEVEL 
Summer Reading 

 

Welcome to Intro to Literature! Being that this course is, well, an 
introduction to literature, I’d like to give you some choices in the book 
you’ll read this summer. Below are the selections I have chosen that are 
classical pieces with complex characters and stories that have stood the test 
of time. I love each of these books for different reasons, so my hope is that 
after doing some reading on the selections, you, too, will find a book that 
you will really enjoy over the summer. Please do not re-read a text that you 
have already read. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all in August! 
 
Mrs. Schuerman 
Joanna.schuerman@fcspaladins.org 
 
 
Choose one of the following novels to read: 
 

    
 

The Odyssey by 
Homer 

The Strange Case 
of Dr. Jekyll & 
Mr. Hyde by 
Robert Louis 
Stevenson 

The Screwtape 
Letters by C.S. 
Lewis 
 

The Scarlet 
Pimpernel by 
Baroness Orczy 

 

Animal Farm by 
George Orwell 

 



	  
	  
	  
	  
Your	  summer	  assignment	  is	  simply	  to	  read	  your	  book	  of	  choice,	  and	  annotate	  as	  you	  
go	  along	  (the	  annotations	  will	  not	  be	  graded,	  but	  will	  be	  an	  important	  step	  in	  what’s	  
to	  come	  when	  classes	  start).	  If	  you	  are	  unsure	  of	  what	  it	  means	  to	  effectively	  
annotate,	  here	  are	  some	  tips	  for	  you:	  
	  
•When you read, highlight, underline, place symbols that will emphasis important literary 
components like characterization, setting, theme, turning points in the plot, etc.  
•Star (☆) important ideas as you come across them in the text.   
•Use a colored pen that will contrast with the black ink on the page.  
•Use a bright highlighter minimally to only mark the most important portions of a chapter. The 
colors will serve as visual clues on the page that you will remember when you refer back and 
study.  
•Place [brackets] around longer texts that would take too long to underline and make a note [�] in 
the margin. Make many personal notes in the margin.  
•Make a list of all the characters on the back of the front cover. 
•Write down questions � in the margin next to passages that you do not understand [place a flag 
� next to those portions of text, also]. 
•Make a list of key ideas on the inside of the back cover. Things like, timelines of events, changes 
in a character, ideas that you agree with or disagree with, and any personal responses that seem 
significant to you. 
	  
The	  annotations	  will	  prepare	  you	  for	  the	  in-‐class	  literature	  circles	  that	  you	  will	  
conduct	  with	  other	  classmates	  who	  have	  chosen	  the	  same	  book.	  These	  literature	  
circles	  will	  serve	  as	  a	  test	  grade	  and	  will	  be	  entered	  during	  the	  first	  week	  of	  school.	  
You	  will	  be	  assigned	  a	  literature	  circle	  role	  on	  the	  first	  day	  of	  school,	  and	  you	  will	  
have	  3	  days	  to	  prepare.	  Here	  are	  some	  examples	  of	  literature	  circle	  roles:	  
	  

1. Discussion	  Director	  
2. Summarizer	  
3. Connector	  
4. Illustrator	  
5. Travel	  Tracer	  	  
6. Word	  Wizard	  
7. Passage	  Picker	  
8. Researcher	  

	  
	  
	  


